
Some words about our new icons… 
 
The Three Holy Youths Mural at Saint Michael Church Greensburg 
By Nick Papas 
 
Why is “The Three Youths” mural appropriate for Saint Michael Church and for this space above the 
Baptismal font specifically? 
 
Actually, I believe it is not merely appropriate, but perfect. 
It is perfect where it is and why it is. 
It’s where it is because of The Three Youths’ story’s relationship to Baptism. 
Its reason for being is perfect because of its relationship to being a memorial for Diana Roberts. 
The story of this mural comes from The Book of Daniel.  It tells of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
(The Three Holy Youths) and their sure-thing deaths, wherein they are thrown into a furnace to be killed 
for not submitting to an earthly king. 

the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 

Orthodox Christians hear this story retold every Holy Saturday.  It is one of the special, once-a-year, 15 
Old Testament readings that are read just hours before, liturgically, the triumphant words “Christ is 
Risen!” are shouted with unfettered joy!  The 15 readings set the stage for what will be experienced 
liturgically which is a thing which people of faith have experienced throughout the ages... that death is 
not what it appears to be! 

Mankind has had this inkling, even to its bones, from the time of the fall in the Garden of Eden.  And so 
often when this inkling proves or reveals itself it gets retold and emphasized by things such as Holy 
Scripture. So, the “stage is set” with all of the lessons of the prophets and all of the stories of the Old 
Testament, such as the story of “The Three Youths”.  It is set for that which Jesus will do, which is to 
completely annihilate death. 

Mankind’s conscience also has awareness that the key to this life and death thing was and is faith in 
God.  Just as faith was a key to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

Faith, also, is what is expressed and fulfilled when followers of Christ enter into Baptism.  They enter 
into life, a new life, eternal life.  The Three Holy Youths escaped death because of faith and we do the 
same when, through faith, we enter into Christ’s death and resurrection via our personal Baptism. 

In all these things we don’t learn that death is escapable.  We DO learn that death is a conduit or 
passageway... to true life.   Jesus didn’t escape death.  He showed us that the Cross is not the end of the 
story. 

 
Which is to say, “appearances can be deceiving,” even when or especially when it comes to death!   
The Three Holy Youths APPEARED to die. 
Jesus APPEARED to die. 
The Saints APPEAR to die. 
Our loved ones APPEAR to die 
It APPEARS that Diana has died. 
 



This message, sacrament and reality about life, death, false appearances, eternity and victory over death 
are the things Christians enter into when they enter into the waters of Baptism. 
 
So there it is!  Jesus reveals that Baptism is, for us, eternal life, by way of faith.  This passageway into 
eternal life and this glorious news were foretold to us in stories like that of The Three Holy Youths. 
 
Not that it’s easy to accept the loss of the ones we love.  It’s not easy accepting our loss of Diana.   
 
Even in this we aren’t alone though!  
The Three Youths prayed in the midst of their flames! 
Jesus prayed with blood and sweat in His desire to not have to take up the Cross and death, 

Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me. 
  
Perhaps, though, our greatest peace-giving lesson comes from Jesus when He prays, at the same 
moment He asked for His “cup” to be removed, 

nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 
 

By grace let it be that we too can pray...  
Not our will... but God’s will be done... even unto death. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The “Made Without Hands” Icon at Saint Michael, Greensburg 
By Nick Papas 
 
The icon titled “Made Without Hands” or “Made Without Human Hands” is, essentially, an icon of an 
icon. 
 
It is an icon of one (or ANY) of the images of Christ that were made inexplicably.   They are known as 
“Acheiropoieta” (Greek, meaning “made without hands”).  The list of these miraculous images includes 
King Abgar’s “Image of Edessa”, Veronica’s Veil, The Shroud of Turin and more. 
 
The original “Made without Hands” images brought healing and faith-strengthening to those that saw 
and touched them.  They are a testament to Jesus’ incarnation, divinity and resurrection from the dead, 
and they are a proof of God’s ability to heal. 
 
It seems that it has been a holy coincidence that at the same time when Greensburg’s icon of  “Made 
Without Hands”  was being painted and installed that many within Saint Michael’s community were 
feeling the loss of Norma Gammill (Kh. Juliana’s mother) and Thomas G. Roberts (Tommy Robert’s 
father).  It only makes sense that this icon is offered in their memory, praying:  
  

+Memory Eternal, God’s children, Norma and Thomas+ 
+Peace and consolation to those who miss them+ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


