
 

 Sunday, April 23, 2017 
To all who are present with us this morning, 

Christ is risen!  Thank you for being here! 
Please join us for “coffee and…” 

in the Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  of 
page 91 of the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown 
cover) or in the green-spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 
8.5” x 11” large, spiral-bound booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our 
right and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp 
or crossed on the chest, while offering each other the seasonal Christian 
greeting, “Christ is risen!” and responding, “Indeed, He is risen!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the 
Church. The bread (anti’doron, which means ‘in place’ of the gifts) which 
we share after Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive. Let us sing, pray, stand, sit, kneel and respond 

where responses are indicated. Let us not talk, look around, text message, 
play games, etc. Especially let us work at this in the Communion line and 
when in line to venerate the Cross and depart. If we cannot hear the post-
Communion prayers being chanted during our church departure, we are 
way too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum. (most obviously and 
especially if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put. Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one 
location for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 
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The Mission of Our Church 
The mission of St Michael’s Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Church is to tend the flock of our Lord Jesus Christ and to spread 
the Good News of Christ to those outside the flock.  This  
mission is to be accomplished by  a) living a full liturgical and 
sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to 
all people, c) providing effective charitable and social programs,    
and d) establishing strong spiritual leadership and resources. 
___________________________________________________ 



 

 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 
Greeting:  Christ is risen! Response:  Indeed, He is risen! 

New Sunday or Anti-Pascha; Sunday of Thomas the Apostle, 
called “The Twin”; Great-martyr George the Trophy-bearer. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE READING 
St. Paul to the Apostles (12:1-11) 

I N THOSE DAYS, Herod the king laid violent hands upon 
some who belonged to the church.  He killed James the brother 
of John with the sword; and when he saw that it pleased the 

Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also.  This was during the days of 
Unleavened Bread.  And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the 
Passover to bring him out to the people.  So Peter was kept in prison; but 
earnest prayer for him was made to God by the Church.  The very night 
when Herod was about to bring him out, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding 
the prison; and behold, an angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shone in 
the cell; and he struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up 
quickly.”  And the chains fell off his hands.  And the angel said to him, 
“Wrap your mantle around you and follow me.”  And he went out and 
followed him; he did not know that what was done by the angel was real, 
but thought he was seeing a vision.  When they had passed the first and the 
second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city.  It opened to 
them of its own accord, and they went out and passed on through one street; 
and immediately the angel left him.  And Peter came to himself, and said, 
“Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the 
hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
According to St. John (20:19-31) 

O N THE EVENING OF THAT DAY, the first day of the 
week, the doors being shut where the Disciples were, for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands 
and His side. Then the Disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 
send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one 
of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other Disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the 



_____________________________________________________________ 

SAVE THESE DATES
Friday, June 9 and Saturday, June 10 
Antiochian Women’s Annual Flea Market  
Save and sort your “stuff” as you continue your Spring cleaning! 

Saturday, June 10 Blessing of the Animals 
9:00 AM  in the Church Parking Lot 

Sunday, July 16 St. Michael’s Parish Picnic 
Twin Lakes Park, Pavilion #3 
Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM at the Lake 
followed by the picnic  

Antipascha: St. Thomas Sunday 
Some i cons depicting this event are inscribed “The Doubting Thomas.”  
This is incorrect.  In Greek, the inscription reads, “The Touching of 
Thomas.”  The Slavonic inscription is, 
“The Belief of Thomas.”  When Saint Thomas touched the Life-giving 
side of the Lord, he no longer had any doubts.  

This day is also known as “Antipascha.” This does not mean “opposed to 
Pascha,” but “in place of Pascha.” Beginning with this first Sunday after 
Pascha, the Church dedicates every Sunday of the year to the Lord’s 
Resurrection.  Sunday is called “Resurrection” in Russian, and “the 
Lord’s Day” in Greek. 



 

ATTENTION!  The following message from 
Antiochian Village is of a critically timely nature. 

Please read it NOW 
and respond NOW, if you would. 

Dear Villagers: 

I pray that you are experiencing a blessed Holy Week! 

I am writing to you today to ask for your assistance, if you feel so 
inclined.  Local authorities are seeking to remove the Antiochian 
Village’s tax exempt status in order to collect property tax from us. 
If they succeed, this will seriously cripple the ministry of the 
Antiochian Village, both for the Camp and the Retreat Center. 

If you are willing, we need you to write a letter in support of the 
Antiochian Village.  I am writing to you with the hope that you can 
emphasize how the village benefits the spiritual health and 
spiritual well-being of you, your family, your fellow parishioners, 
etc, if this in fact is the case.  Any testimony that you can provide 
is appreciated. 

Please address your letter to: Honorable Board of Assessment 
Appeals.  You can send your letter to one of our attorneys, Nathan 
Catanese, via email, to ncatanese@williamscoulson.com  or you can 
mail it to:  

 Nathan Catanese 
 c/o Williams Coulson, LLC 
 One Gateway Center, 16th Floor 
 420 Duquesne Blvd. 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

The letters need to be at the attorneys’ office by 
May 1st. We realize this is short notice and time is of 
the essence, if you are willing and able to help us. If 
possible, would you please send me a copy of the 
letter as well franthony@avcamp.org. 
Thank you and please be assured of my prayers for blessed and holy 
Pascha! 

In His Service, 
Fr Anthony Yazge (Antiochian Village Camp Director) 
________________________________________________________________ 

P.S. — If you are wondering if a “petition” or some similar 
document would be a good idea, Fr. Anthony informed me that one 
letter sharing a personal experience of the Village and its value 
will be far more impactful than fifty or sixty names on a letter or 
in a “petition” format. 

________________________________________________________________ 



Saint Sophia  
Orthodox Christian Academy 

and 
“Syrian Relief  Fund” 

 of  the IOCC 
(International Orthodox Christian Charities) 

ANNUAL SUPPORT DINNER 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 

3:00 P.M. — Hors  D’oeuvres 
 4:00 P.M. — Dinner  

Saint Mary’s Church Hall, 111 Alberta Ave, Johnstown 15905 
Tickets:$35.00 per person. ($20.00 for children.) 

for Tickets, contact: 
 Dan or Dee Tvarozna (814) 255-7732 or 

Pat Fedorko (814) 736-3172 

Everyone’s support is greatly appreciated.  
The need is great;  

Everyone’s help makes a difference. 
________________________________________________________

A note received from a former parishioner of ours reads: 

Dear Father John,  

Enclosed is a donation to St. Michael’s in memory of Joe. 

I have found your website and have so enjoyed watching the videos and 
messages on YouTube.  Love hearing the glorious choir and seeing the 
beauty and faith of St. Michael’s. 

God bless you and all at St. Michael’s! 

Irene Kiselica 
(Columbiana, OH) 



REMEMBER, the Second Week on this schedule May Change... 
ALWAYS USE THE MOST CURRENT BULLETIN! 

April 23 thru April 29 
Sunday, Apr. 23 - Thomas Sunday 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Church School
- Fellowship Hour
- Antiochian Women’s Mtng

- 2:00 PM - Grave Blessings
Westmoreland Memorial Park 
  and Hillside Cemetery 

Monday, April 24 
- 6:00 PM - “Prayer in an

 Age of Distraction” 
Listen and Discuss 

Tuesday, April 25 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

 Mark the Evangelist 
- 6:30 PM - Executive Board Meeting
- 7:00 PM - Parish Council Meeting

Thursday, April 27 
- 9:00 AM - Grapeleave-making;

     everyone’s invited 
Saturday, April 29  

- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS
- Reaching Out book reading

    and discussion follow 
_________________________________ 

Debbie, our secretary, 
will be in the office    

Monday, Tues. and Thursday 
9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Meeting at the 
 Bean & Baguette Saturday, May 13, 9 AM 

___________________________ 

April 30 thru May 6 
Sun., Apr. 30 - Myrrh-Bearing Women 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Memorial - Ed Sam, Sr. 10 yrs
- Church School
- Fellowship Hour

- 2:00 PM - Men’s Chorus
    Choir Rehearsal 

 Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church 
Belle Vernon, PA 

Fr. John will be out of town from 
Monday, May 1, through 

Wednesday, May 3 
Tuesday, May 2 

- 12:00 noon - Food on the Hill
Thursday, May 4 

- 6:00 PM - Church School Meeting
 at Wetzel home 

Friday, May 5 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

Great Martyr Irene 
Saturday, May 6 

- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS
- Reaching Out book reading

    and discussion follow 
______________________________ 




