
 

 

Sunday, September 14, 2014 
To all who are present with us this morning, 

Welcome and Blessed Feast Day to you! 
Please join us for coffee and… 

in the Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  page 91 
of the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown cover) or in the 
green-spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 8.5” x 11” large, 
spiral-bound booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace, our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our right 
and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp or crossed 
on the chest, while offering each other the Christian greeting, “Christ is in our 
midst!” and responding, “He is and shall be!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the Church. The 
bread (anti’doron, which means ’in place’ of the gifts) which we share after 
Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive. Let us sing, pray, stand., sit, kneel and respond where 

responses are indicated. Let us not talk, look around, text message, play 
games, etc. Especially let us work at this in the Communion line and when in 
line to venerate the Cross and depart. If we cannot hear the post-Communion 
prayers being chanted during our church departure, we are way too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum (most obviously and especially 
if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put. Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one 
location for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 

St. Michael’s Orthodox 
Christian Church 

1182 Ashland St., Greensburg, PA  15601 
Diocese of Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese  
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SYRIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF 
As the Syrian crisis continues with little change, we continue to accept 
donations to do what we can to help ease the suffering there. Checks may 
be written to “St. Michael’s” with the note “Syrian Relief.” The following 
link to a CBS 60 Minutes program will offer some deeper understanding 
of what is transpiring: 
  http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-504803_162-57418048- 
   10391709/the-last-Christian-village-in-the-holy-land/ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Troparion of the Elevation of the Cross 

(Tone 1) 



 

 

The Mission of Our Church 
The mission of St Michael’s Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Church is to tend the flock of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and to spread the Good News of Christ to those 
outside the flock. This mission is to be accomplished by  
a) living a full liturgical and sacramental life, 
b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to all 
people, c) providing effective charitable and social 
programs, and) establishing strong spiritual leadership and resources. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, September 14, 2014 
Greeting: Christ is in our midst!  Response:  He is and shall be! 

Tone:  5      Eothinon:  3 
The Elevation of the precious and life-giving Cross. Repose of 
John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople; Venerable-
martyr Makarios the New of Thessalonika; Venerable-martyr 
Joseph of Dionysiou monastery on Athos. 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

THE EPISTLE READING 
St. Paul to the Corinthians (1Cor 18-24) 

B RETHREN, the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the cleverness of the clever I will thwart.” Where is the wise man? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly 
of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

This year’s episcopal visit by His Grace Bishop THOMAS will take place 
during the celebration of the Great Feast of the Nativity of Christ. His Grace 
will be with us beginning some time on Monday, December 22. He will depart 
early in the morning on December 25. 



 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
According to St. John (19:6-11,13-20,25-28,30-35) 

L ET US ATTEND: At that time, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death; they 
led him to Pilate and cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate 

said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no crime in 
him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law he ought to 
die, because he has made himself the Son of God. ” “ When Pilate heard 
these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the praetorium again and 
said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave no answer. Pilate 
therefore said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I 
have power to crucify you, and power to release you?” Jesus answered him, 
“You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from 
above.” When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down 
on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, and in Hebrew, 
Gab'batha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about 
the sixth hour. Pilate said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” They cried out, 
“Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I 
crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but 
Caesar.” Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. 
   So they took Jesus and led him away; and he went out, bearing his own 
cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew 
Gol'gotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 
side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote a title and put it on the 
cross; it read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews 
read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and 
it was written in Hebrew, in Greek, and in Latin. Now standing by the cross 
of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom 
he loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 
Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own. 
   After this Jesus, knowing that all was now fulfilled, said, “It is finished”; 
and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
   Since it was the day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from 
remaining on the cross on the sabbath (for that sabbath was a high day), the 
Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be 
taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the 
other who had been crucified with Jesus; but when they came to Jesus and 
saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of the 
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and 
water. He who saw it has borne witness his testimony is true. 
_____________________________________________________________ 



 

 

THE HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION is offered by JEFF and 
LISA Stewart in memory of ZEKE Nicholas, HOWARD and EVA 
Stewart, NORENE Alfieri and BARBARA Weaver; and for the health 
of LAURA Nicholas, LINDSEY Stewart, MATT and GABRIELLE 
Stewart, NORMA Nicholas, JACK, CHRISTY and KENNEDY 
Nicholas, STEWART Walker, JOY Svitko, Fr. JOHN and family and all 
the parishioners of St. Michael’s. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
PRAYERS OF OBLATION are offered… 

...in memory of Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba, Archimandrites GEORGE 
M. Corry and JOHN Namie, Archpriests JOHN Chromiak, PETER 
Felenchak, ANTHONY Bell, JAMES Meena and Priest JOHN 
PAUL Pro. 

...in memory of GEORGES and MARIETTE Charabaty by Zina 
Almalouf 

...in memory of SAM, JACK, ROSEMARY, EVELYN, MARIAN, and 
MARGI by  Salema Slyman. 

 ...in memory of EVELYN Mansour by David Tomey. 
 ...in memory of VIVIAN Curry by Jeanne Anton. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 MANY YEARS and…  

...Happy Birthday to: ROSE Albert (9/15), DAVID Kushner (9/15), 
RICHARD Swiokla(9/15), ROSE ANN Barbato (9/17), PATRICIA 
Krisner (9/17), PAUL Albert (9/18), MARK Bleibtrey (9/18), 
CHRISTINE Derr (9/18), CYNTHIA Stoupis (9/19), MARY Nicola 
(9/19), ALEXANDER Simkovich (9/19), REGIS McHugh (9/20), 
MICHAELENE McWhinney (9/20), JOHN A. Nosal (9/20),  

 ...Happy Anniversary to:  FREDRICK and DENISE Charles (9/15), 
MILAD and RIHAB Daoud (9/18). 

...Happy Baptism/Chrismation Day to:  MELINA Markantone (9/14), 
MICHAEL Albert (9/15), CHRIS Doherty (9/17), JAMES Krisner 
(9/19), PATRICIA Krisner (9/19), JUSTIN Nicholas (9/19), 
SAMUEL Gunther (9/20). 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
OUR SINCEREST CONDOLENCES to LAURA and 

MICHAEL Simmons on the falling asleep in the Lord of Laura’s father, 
the servant of God, VINCENT Curtis, this past Tuesday, September 9. 
May Vince’s memory be eternal. 

_____________________________________________________________ 



 

 

HOSPITAL, HEALTH CARE, ASSISTED LIVING, 
SURGERY and new additions to the prayer list…  

...(call hospital patients before visiting --- they may have been discharged): 
MONET, DOLORES and WILLIAM Asa, DAVID Assard, BILL Baker 
(friend of Joe Gazal), TRACY Barrack (Diana Lammert’s sister), FLORENCE 
Barbato (Rose Ann Barbato’s mother-in-law), CHARLOTTE (Don Baum’s 
grandmother), LANCE and PAULA Biggie (Vicki Sheffler’s friends), BETTY 
Bozich (Joe Gazal’s friend-open heart surgery), OMAYMA and LOAI Chahin 
(Memari relatives), ATHENA (Papas) Conte, NICHOLE Crowley, VINCENT 
Curtis (Laura Simmon’s father; Latrobe Hospital), DANIEL Davis (kidneys), 
JOSEPH D’Ettorre, OLGA DiFlorio, LISA Evangelist, STAMATIA Fanarakis 
(Rose Ann Barbato’s friend), ERIC Fennell, ALEX Harshell (Ron & Joanne 
Hasnauer’s grandson), EMMA Hayden (St. Anne Home), KELLY Herman 
(Carol Patton’s sister), PAUL Hoover (friend of Michele Murray), JULIE 
Johnson (Pamela’s mother), KATHY Karyalija (C. Hill’s sister), DEREK 
Keller, MICHAEL (prostate; father of a friend of Chloe Nosal) BONNIE 
Koury, DOROTHY Krinock (broken wrist)/pneumonia), SAMANTHA 
Krinock, DONALD and ELIZABETH Kushner, PATRICIA Kwak, IDA 
Langer, JOYCE Lebo, JUSTIN, MARY Masters (Elayne’s mother), 
SUZANNE McGonigle, DANIEL McGovern (stroke; Chloe Nosal’s friend), 
NORMAN McWhinney, NATASHA Mieczkowski (Darryl Hill’s niece), 
CHARLOTTE Mowry, SCOTT Nairn, ANNA Nataros (Jen Sacksen’s 
mother), CHRISTY Nicholas, JACK  Nicholas, NORMA Nicholas  (Stone 
Brook  Manor, Manor), MICHAEL Pahnos, GRETA Pickrell, RONALD and 
SARA Plate (Walnut Ridge), DANIEL Porembka (foot), FRANK Porembka 
(hip replacements), BARBARA Preli (Diana Lammert’s mother), ALBERT 
Saloom (home), ANNA Santone (Easy Living, New Stanton), CORRY Joseph 
Sheffler, ELIZABETH Shollenberger (Chloe Nosal’s friend), FR. MICHAEL 
Shuster (dialysis; Dolly Maruschock’s cousin), SALEMA Slyman, DOUG 
Small (Tom & Mary Andrews’ nephew-leukemia); SOFIA Tangalos (Irene 
Papas’ friend) Fr. MICHAEL Totin, ZANA Varner (Jeanne Anton’s 
daughter), SHIRLEY Weston, LISA Williamson (cancer; friend of Chloe 
Nosal), MARK Yazge. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

VOTIVE CANDLES for Health, Welfare and Salvation 
Health of Sharon Albert        Sharon Albert 
Health of TJ Albert          Sharon Albert 
For the health & salvation of son, Eric    Veronica Fennell 
Health of Dcn. James, Suzanne & Daniel   Pat Krisner 
Health of Lori, John & Larissa       Mom & Dad 
Health of Dave, Emillie, Ethan & Dean    Mom & Dad 
Health of Fr. John, Juliana & family    The Kushners 
Health of Pete & Irene Papas       The Kushners 
Health of Nick & Mary Masterson      The Kushners 
Health of Salema Slyman        The Kushners 
Health of Evelyn Mansour        The Kushners 
Health of Miriam Yazge         The Kushners 
Health of Ron & Joanne Hasnauer     The Kushners 
Health of Charlotte Paoleschi       The Kushners 
Health & healing of Jamie McHugh     The Kushners  



 

 

Health  of  husband Don        Betty Kushner 
Health of wife, Betty          Don Kushner 
Health of daughter, Kristen      Mom & Dad Mirilovich 
Health of sister, Nancy Horvath   Rich & Harriet Mirilovich 
Health of sons Frank, Jr., Daniel, David & families 
                 - Helen Porembka 
Health of grandchildren: Matthew, Jessica, Daniela, 
 Nathanael, Sarah, Anna & great- 
 granddaughter, Lillian        Helen Porembka  
Health of Lillian on her 1st birthday    Helen Porembka 
Health of nephew George        Helen Porembka 
Health of Fr. John & family       Helen Porembka 
Special intention          Helen Porembka 
Health of Eugene, Denny & Laura     Salema Slyman 
Health of Dana Rados & Jay Slyman    Salema Slyman 
Health of cousins Helen & Eleanor     Salema Slyman 
Health of cousins,, Al & June Essey     Salema Slyman 
Health of Jeanne Anton        Salema Slyman 
Health of Pat & Dana Abraham     Salema Slyman 
Health of Ron & Joanne Hasnauer    Salema Slyman 
Health of Ron  & Sara  Plate       Salema Slyman 
Health of Helen & Frank Jr. Porembka   Salema Slyman 
Health of Michele Murray        Salema Slyman 
Health of Bonnie & Evie Koury      Salema Slyman 
Health of Mary Drylie & family      Salema Slyman 
Health of Libby Sam         Salema Slyman 
Health of Mary & Joe Gazal       Salema Slyman 
Health of Norma Nicholas       Salema Slyman 
Health of Ida Langer         Salema Slyman 
Health of Vera Dydiw         Salema Slyman 
Health of Mary Haiden        Salema Slyman 
Health of  Pete & Irene Papas      Salema Slyman 
Health of  Norman & Michaelene McWhinney - Salema Slyman 
Health of  Don  & Betty Kushner     Salema Slyman 
Health of Nick & Mary Masterson     Salema Slyman 
Health of Miriam Yazge        Salema Slyman 
Health of Anne Santone        Salema Slyman 
Health of Michael & Donna Pahnos    Salema Slyman 
Health of Dcn James & Pat Krisner    Salema Slyman 
Health of Fr. John & family       Salema Slyman 
Health & well-being of Mark Yazge         Miriam Yazge 
Health of Norma & Azar        Miriam Yazge 
               (cont. on next page) 

VOTIVE CANDLES in Memoriam: “Memory Eternal” 
 

Memory eternal, Dad Miller Abraham   Daughter Dana 
In memory of Thomas Albert     Sharon Albert 



 

 

TODAY’S SERVERS 
September 14 

Bread - Lisa Stewart 
Ushers - Dina Papas 
Greeters - Tom & Ina Abraham 
 Lock-Up - Dolly Maruschock 
Attendance Last Sunday:   
Mortgage Balance:  $305,740.10 
_____________________________ 

FELLOWSHIP 
HOUR   

Our hosts for today’s 
Fellowship Hour are: 
Tom and Mary Andrews 

Mercedes Michetti 
Lefteri Pistentis 

Herb and Debra Stout 
____________________________ 

Please Join Us on Sunday, September 21st  
for A Coffee Hour Luncheon Celebrating 

Irene Papas’  80th Birthday! 
       Hosted by the Papas Children 

Memory Eternal, Mother & Grandmother, Mary Volchko -             
     - Connie Volchko, David, Nicole, Noelle & Brady Byers 
Memory Eternal, sister & Godmother, Helen Marie Ross             
     - Connie Volchko, David, Nicole, Noelle & Brady Byers 
In memory of Theodore James  & Mary Ann - 
                    - Dcn. James & Pat Krisner 
In memory of Mom & Dad Seman   Don, Betty, Lori & Dave 
In memory of Mom & Dad Kushner  Don, Betty, Lori & Dave 
In memory of Michael Seman    Don, Betty, Lori & Dave 
In memory of Marguerite Seman   Don, Betty, Lori & Dave 
In memory  of Ann Davis      Don, Betty, Lori & Dave 
In memory of Tom Battaglia    Don, Betty, Lori & Dave 
Memory eternal, Jack        Eleanor Mansour 
In memory of Tony Miralles      Janet Miralles 
Eternal memory, Mom & Dad Mirilovich   Rich & Harriet Mirilovich 
Eternal memolry, David A. Mirilovich  
  (20 yrs, Flt 427)               Rich & Harriet Mirlovich 
Eternal memory, Frank S. Porembka, Sr. Wife Helen 
Eternal memory of the departed  
 Kozar/Porembka families      Helen Porembka 
____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

REMEMBER, the Second Week on this schedule May Change: 
ALWAYS USE THE MOST CURRENT BULLETIN! 

September 21 through Sept. 27 
Sunday, September 21 
 -  8:45 AM - MATINS 
 -  9:30 AM - Choir Rehearsal 
  - 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY 
  - Church School follows 
Monday, September 22 
 - 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’GY 
          Conception of John the Baptist 
Tuesday, September 23 
 - 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’GY 
  St. Thekla, Equal to the Apostles 
 - 7:30 PM - Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday, September 25 
 -   9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY 
       St. Sergius of Radonezh 
 - 10:30 AM - “Jerusalem” - 
      - Omni Max Trip 
Friday, September 26 
 - 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY 
     Falling asleep of John the Evangelist 
 - Pilgrimage of St. Thekla 
    and St. Raphael Begins 
   and continues through 
    Sunday, September 28 

Tri-fold Brochures with full 
pilgrimage schedule are 

available at the Ushers Table. 
Saturday, September 26 
 - NO Great Vespers at St. Michael’s 
 - 5:15 PM - GREAT VESPERS 
     at Antiochian Village  
___________________________________ 
 
Listening to the Heartbeat of God 

by Hieromonk Peter Michael Preble 
A little book (4” x 6”; 63 pgs)  on a 
big topic, “How to enter into the 
Ancient Orthodox Life of Prayer,” 
for a small price (50% off), $5.00. 

Available at St. Michael’s Bookstore. 
________________________________ 

September 14  through Sept. 20 
Sunday, September 14 
 -   8:30 AM - FESTAL MATINS 
 -   9:30 AM - Choir Rehearsal 
 - 10:00 AM -     FESTAL 
    DIVINE LITURGY 
      The Elevation of the Precious 
    and Life-Giving Cross 
  - Church School Begins 
  - Parish Ministry Team Sunday is 
    postponed until Sunday, October12 
Tuesday, September 16 
 - 6:00 PM - DIVINE LITURGY 
       Martyrs Sophia and her 3 Daughters 
Thursday, September 18 
 - 6:30 PM -  Choir Rehearsal 
    Eat’n Sing begins the New Year! 
Saturday, September 20 
 - 5:15 PM - Chant Rehearsal 
 - 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS 
____________________________________ 
 

“JERUSALEM” 
A presentation at the 

Omni Max Theatre 
Downtown at the Science Center 

Thursday, September 25 
Meet at St. Michael’s 

at 10:30 AM 
Lunch at Kassab 
on the South Side 

Presentation at 2:15 PM 
Leaving Pittsburgh by 3:15 PM 

$7.00 per person 
(if we have a group of at least 15) 
Contact Michelle Gajewski 

to make your reservation. 
_____________________________ 

 
A Beautiful Church Tour 

www.saintandrew.net 
then:   Media Gallery… Videos  

________________________________ 



 

 

  GET OUT YOUR DANCING SHOES 
     and get ready to dance to the  

    WAYNE MACUGA BAND’s  
      Big Band Sound! 

   Saturday, October 4, 7:00 pm (following Vespers) 

St. Michael’s Church Fellowship Hall 

Admission: $10 
Snacks included in admission 

BYOB and table snacks, if you wish! 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 At the Antiochian Women’s Meeting of this Summer’s Parish Life 
Conference, a suggestion was made for a good book to read to help 
enliven and deepen our participation in our worship of God in His Divine 
Services.  The book is entitled, Help! I’m Bored in Church, by Father 
David Smith (available and reasonably priced in our Bookstore). 
 The Antiochian Women of St. Michael’s are planning to host/sponsor 
gatherings where at each convening we will read through and discuss a 
chapter or two of Fr. David’s book, that God may help us grow and 
mature in understanding and experience of what we do as worshiping 
Orthodox Christians. 
If you are interested, please help us with the logistics: 
Would you participate?  If “YES,” please tear off the bottom of 
this page and give it to Dianne Anton (724-691-0319) or Miriam 
Yazge (724-691-0197). 
What would be your time preference? 
___ during Sunday Fellowship   ___ after Saturday Vespers 
___ Monday evening  ___ Tuesday eve.  ___ Wed. eve. 
___ Thurs. evening  ___ Friday eve.   ___ Sat. morning 
Where would you prefer to meet? 
___ church     ___ Panera’s     ___ a home  other ___________ 

_____________________________  _____________________ 
     (name)          (phone) 



 

 

“For the message of  the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of  God.” - 1Cor 1:18 

The words of St. Paul written above and 
those that follow in the Epistle Reading of 
this Great Feast of the Elevation of the 
Cross, are not likely among our favorites 
from the Great Apostle. They sound a 
little confusing, perhaps a bit threatening, 
and finally, better left alone until he says 
something more palatable to our spiritual 
taste. After all, this whole business of ‘the 
cross’ conjures up distasteful images and 
we prefer a sweeter biblical diet. 
Under just a bit of scrutiny, however, it 
becomes evident that our beef is not with 
St. Paul’s expression of a deep 
understanding of Christian salvation 
theology, but it is with the our culture’s 
complete alienation from pain, suffering 
and death as being essential to our 
spiritual growth and well-being. 
Here’s one example of this style of 
misunderstanding from everyday life and 
conversation. Mike says to Mary, “Hi, 
Mary, how are you today?” Mary replies, 
“Better than I deserve,” to which Mike 
decries, “Oh, no. You deserve the best.” 
As a generous and loving sentiment from 
Mike to Mary, this response is what one 
might expect a friend to give. As an 
expression of Mary’s deserving good 
things in this life, Mike exposes the kind 
of attitude our culture’s world view is 
happiest with — surface niceties with little 
undergirding foundation. And while God, 
and Mike, may have intended “the best” 
for Mary and the rest of us, we, in our sin, 
deserve the “wages” of that sin, the 
natural result of our sin — death. 
You see, the benefit to us humans in how 
Christ saves us by means of the Life-
Giving Cross, includes a right 
understanding of Christ’s restoring work 
thereon and the necessity of our 
responding to that work in a fashion that 
allows it to make a difference in our own 
lives. As Adam’s death was rooted in his 

choice (missing the mark), so is our death 
rooted in ours. 
When Christ died on the Cross, He 
completed in His perfect humanity the 
restoration of our race to its divine 
destiny. As the Second Adam, He fulfilled 
and accomplished on behalf of every 
human person what the first Adam failed 
to do —  to live in communion with The 
One who made him. The first Adam 
made a simple and ignorant choice to live 
his life apart from the source of his life. 
This was an impossible choice that by its 
very nature brought death into play.  
In response, the Second Adam, our Lord, 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, is sent by 
God the Father out of His love for His 
creation, to reconcile that broken, dead 
relationship by doing what the First 
would or could not. When Christ lives as 
we all have been called and intended to 
live, our humanity, the essence and nature 
that every human being participates in, 
including the Incarnate Christ, is healed 
by one Man’s “getting it right.” 
The effect of Christ’s assuming and living 
in our humanity in perfect love and 
harmony with the Father, is that all of us 
who share our common human nature are 
free to choose either life, in the restored 
humanity of Christ, or death, in a replay 
of the sin of our first ancestor in the 
beginning. 
Brothers and sisters, let us choose Life. 
As we gaze upon, bow before and 
venerate the weapon by which Christ has 
won our salvation for us — the Life 
Giving Cross — let us commit to the 
hard work of understanding this mystery 
of our salvation, the mystery of God’s 
Love.  Let us strive to focus singularly on 
this reality, striving to grow in the 
understanding and living out of what it 
means for God to have become Man that 
we might become God. 
________________________________ 
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