
 

St. Michael’s Orthodox 
  Christian Church 

 1182 Ashland St., Greensburg, PA  15601 
   Diocese of Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 

— His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York 
 and Metropolitan of all North America 

— His Grace Bishop THOMAS, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of 
 Charleston, Oakland and the Middle Atlantic 

— Archpriest John Nosal, Pastor 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 
To all who are present with us this morning, 

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Thank you for being here. 
Please join us for “coffee and…” 

in the Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

A Video of the Epistle and Gospel Readings and the Sermon is recorded 
on most Sundays for posting to our website, stmgbg.org. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  of page 
91 of the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown cover) or 
in the green-spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 8.5” x 11” 
large, spiral-bound booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our right 
and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp or 
crossed on the chest, while offering each other the seasonal Christian 
greeting, “Christ is in our midst!” and responding, “He is and shall be!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the Church. 
The bread (anti’doron, which means ‘in place’ of the gifts) which we share 
after Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive. Let us sing, pray, stand, sit, kneel and respond where 

responses are indicated. Let us not talk, look around, text message, play 
games, etc. Especially let us work at this in the Communion line and when 
in line to venerate the Cross and depart. If we cannot hear the post-
Communion prayers being chanted during our church departure, we are 
way too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum. (most obviously and 
especially if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put. Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one 
location for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 



 

I.O.C.C. SYRIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF
As the Syrian crisis continues, we continue to accept donations to do what we can 
to help ease the suffering there. Checks may be written to “St. Michael’s” with 
the note “Syrian Relief.”  The following is a  link to International Orthodox 
Christian Charities ((IOCC) “Response to the Crisis in Syria” page with more 
information on what you can do to help: 

The mission of the members of   
St. Michael’s Orthodox Church is 
to become completely loving people. 
(see Lk 10:27)  This will occur by the Grace of God 
as we strive to live holy lives, using the tools He has 
given us for this endeavor: prayer, fasting, charitable 
works, and the constant remembrance of death. 
_________________________________________________ 



 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 
Tone:  8  Eothinon:  6 

Greeting:  Christ is in our midst!  Response:  He is and shall be! 
Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council and Fourth 
Sunday of Luke; Hieromartyr Jacob of Hamatoura; Martyrs Karpos, 
Papylos, Agathodoros & Agathonika at Pergamos. 

________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE READING 
St. Paul to St. Titus (3:8-15) 

T       ITUS, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on 
these things, so that those who have believed in God may be 
careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and 

profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissension, 
and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man 
who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to 
do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-
condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come 
to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your 
best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack 
nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as 
to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me 
send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with 
you all. Amen.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
According to St. Luke (8:5-15) 

T       HE LORD SPOKE THIS PARABLE: “A sower went 
out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the path, and 
was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it.  And 

some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no 
moisture.  And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and 
choked it.  And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a 
hundredfold.”  And when His Disciples asked Him what this parable meant, 
Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of 
God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, 
and hearing they may not understand.  Now the parable is this: The seed is 
the word of God.  The ones along the path are those who have heard; then 
the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may 
not believe and be saved.  And the ones on the rock are those who, when 
they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe 
for a while and in time of temptation fall away.  And as for what fell among 
the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way, they are 
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not 
mature.  And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the 
word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.”  As Jesus said this, He called out, “He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.”  
_______________________________________________________________ 



 

 “Biblical Meditation 
and the Gospel of St. John” 
 St. Michael’s Orthodox Church 
1182 Ashland St., Greensburg PA 

Monday, November 4 
 6:30 PM —Gather (coffee) 
7:00 PM—Presentation 
 8:00 PM —Q & A 

Our presenter, Fr. Herman Acker, will guide our 
consideration of the approach to Scripture explicitly 
taught in Psalm 1 and apply it to the Gospel of John 
and, by extension, to all of Scripture.  We will be 
concerned with how this Scriptural teaching is meant 
to impact and influence our lives in these tumultuous 
and trying times in which we are living. 

Fr. Herman was born in Albany, New York.  A er becoming a 
Chris an as a teenager, he a ended the Northeast School of 
Biblical Studies, where his love of the Scriptures was born.  He 
then a ended Nyack College, where he met his wife of 34 
years, Kh. Vera, and received his B.A. in Biblical Studies.  He 
con nued on to Biblical Theological Seminary, where he 
received an M.A. and M.Div., focusing on the Biblical 
languages.  He furthered his studies at St. Vladimir’s Seminary, 
where he received a Th.M. degree in 1995.  In 1998 he was 
ordained to the Holy Diaconate by Metropolitan PHILIP of 
blessed memory, to serve at St. Philip Church in Souderton, PA. 
In 2001, Fr. Herman began teaching at Eastern University, 
where he taught Biblical Studies un l 2016.  In 2008, he 
received his D.Min. degree in Eastern Chris an Studies from 
Pi sburgh Theological Seminary, through the An ochian House 
of Studies.  In October 2016, Fr. Herman was ordained to the 
Holy Priesthood and serves at St. Andrew Church in Lewes, 
Delaware. Fr. Herman and Kh. Vera have two grown sons, 
Simeon and Ephrem. 



 

Women’s Day Trip Mini-Retreat at Orthodox Monastery 
Friday, November 1, 2019; Meet at St. Michael’s at 9:30am sharp! 
Arrive at Monastery 11am; (quiet time, shop, walk); 12:00 noon: Akathist  
Lunch followed by Mother Paula’s talk — “I am the light of the world. He 

who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” 
Please call or text Carolyn Hill 724-433-0447 if interested, as we 

need to let the Monastery know how many plan to be there. 



 

HIGHLIGHTS of  UPCOMING EVENTS 
S , O  13  — 1) “Shop with Scrip” order due 

2) Good Samaritan Team Meeting for vitalization
- old and new members

S , O  26  — “Stayin’ Alive” get-together at Miriam 
Yazge’s (10:00AM; RSVP to Miriam at 724-691-0197). 

F , N  1 — Day Trip/Mini-Retreat to 
   Orthodox Monastery of the Transfiguration 

 Depart from parking lot at 9:40 am (return late afternoon) 
Coordinate rides with Carolyn Hill 

M ., N . 4 — “Biblical Meditation and the Gospel of St. John” 
 (see full page ‘ad’ in this bulletin) 

6:30 PM —Gather (coffee) 
7:00 PM—Presentation 
8:00 PM —Q & A 

S , D  1 — Annual General Parish Meeting 
 with elections to Parish Council.  (Names of nominees   
are being accepted now and may be submitted to anyone   
on the Nominating Committee:  Fr. John, Sara Armanious, 
Jeff Curry, Michelle Gajewski, Elias Memari .) 

S , D  7 — 9:30 to 2:30 Advent Mini-Retreat 
 at St. Michael’s  (Men and Women) 

Presenters: 3 Shadids — 
 Archpriest Donald, Kh. Janet, Priest Christopher 

_______________________________________________________ 



Secretary Debbie will be in 
Mon., Tues, Wed.  9:00-3:00 

Sunday, October 20 
- 8:45 - ORTHROS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Church School
- 6:00 PM - DIVINE LITURGY

 of Monday; in Arabic 
Hilarion the Great 

 Righteous Christodoulos 
Fr. Meletios Zafaran celebrating 

Wednesday, October 23 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

Apostle James, brother of the Lord
Thursday, October 24 

- 9:00 AM - Making nut-rolls
- 7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal

Friday, October 25 
- 6:30 PM - Veterans’ Benefit Dinner

 (Cocktail Hour 5:30pm; 
 see flyer in this bulletin) 

Saturday, October 26 
- 8:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

 Demetrios the Myrrh-Streamer 
- 10:00 AM - “Stayin’ Alive” Prequel

(Discussion for over-65ers at 
Miriam Yazge’s home) 

- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS
________________________________ 

ALWAYS USE THE MOST 
CURRENT BULLETIN! 

Sunday, October 13 
- 8:45 - ORTHROS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- 40 Day Memorial —
   WATFA Richeh 

 (Samar Khalil’s mother) 
- Church School
- Good Samaritan Team Mtg

- 6:00 PM - DIVINE LITURGY
 of Monday; in Arabic 

 Nazarios, Gervasios, Protasios 
   & Celsus of Milan 

Fr. Meletios Zafaran celebrating 
Tuesday, October 15 

- 7:00 PM - Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, October 16 

- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY
  Longinos the Centurion 

Thursday, October 17 
- 9:00 AM - Making grape leaves

Friday, October 18 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

     Luke the Evangelist 
Saturday, October 19 

- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY
John of Kronstadt 

- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS
________________________________ 
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